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Workpackage 6 MONITORING STRATEGY

George Martin
Presentation:

The aim of the WP is to develop a novel, integrated monitoring strategy for the coastal waters based on the requirements presented in WFD following the typology and the parameters developed in CHARM as indicators of ecosystem health. 

Background: In the Baltic region the large-scale marine monitoring activity is run by the international organisation HELCOM. This programme has a long history and traditions and has been recently revised. New monitoring programme consists of national commitments and all monitoring variables are divided into three categories: core, main and supporting variables. Evaluation of the state of the Baltic Sea is carried out periodically through periodic assessments. Each nation has also individual set of different monitoring programmes using several strategies and monitoring variables.

EU WFD sets quite strict objectives and aims of the monitoring activities that should be carried out in the coastal and transitional waters. Set of biological as well as hydromorphological and physico-chemical elements is defined to follow the ecological and chemical status and permit classification. Three types of monitoring are specified and defined for MS to carry out in their coastal waters.   

Task 6.1 of the WP includes the compilation of present monitoring activities in the Baltic Sea ecoregion and should be fulfilled during the first year of the project. As a first step in the fulfilment of this task a questionnaire will be developed to gather relevant information about active monitoring programmes in countries. This information combined with HELCOM information will build up the state-of-art report (Deliverable 8).

Three other tasks include system analyses of the developed indicators, monitoring strategy building and evaluation of existing monitoring data on the basis of proposed monitoring strategy. These tasks will be carried out during second and third year of the project and will result in deliverable 32.

Responsible contact persons of the WP 6 are:

Georg Martin – EMI -  Estonia

Juris Aigars – IAE – Latvia

Saara Bäck – FEI – Finland

Erik Bonsdorff – AAU – Finland

Guenter Nausch – IOW – Germany

Jesper Andersen – NERI – Denmark

Jan Warzocha – MIR- Poland



Summary of WP 6 group discussion:

Short communications with members of the WP were carried out during the meeting. Results of the discussions include:

a) Questionnaire will be developed in nearest future (February-March) by WP leader and distributed to the WP members to collect the available information on existing monitoring programmes. In this questionnaire the main attention will be focused on the monitoring strategies and aims used in different countries on different level rather than description of monitoring networks and methods. Analyses will be carried out on the national level and then information will be passed to the WP leader to compile the general report. Partners MEI and IAE will compile the final report.

b) Partner MIR announced their willingness to participate in the WP and entered the group with 2 man months.

c) For countries not represented in the WP6 the HELCOM MONAS group and CHARM steering group members will be used for collecting the information on monitoring programmes. At present these countries are Sweden and Lithuania.

d) Methodology and timetable of tasks 6.2 and 6.4 have to be further discussed in the group using e-mail communication. The possibility of output in form of scientific publication has to be discussed.

e) No specific WP meetings are planned during the first year of the project.



