[image: image1.jpg]% BUNDESAMT
FUR NATURSCHUTZ










BfN - INA Insel Vilm, D-18581 Putbus auf Rügen, Germany

BfN-branch office Vilm:

 FILLIN "Adresse" \* MERGEFORMAT 





Direct dial:
++49 38301-86-130




or

++49-38301-86 134



Telefax:
++49-38301-86 150



E-Mail:


Horst.Korn@bfn.de or

Jutta.Stadler@bfn.de
 FILLIN "eMail" \* MERGEFORMAT 



Reference:


Dr. Horst Korn or

Ms. Jutta Stadler




Vilm, 09.03.2004


International Expert Workshop

"Ways to promote the ideas behind the CBD's Ecosystem Approach 

in Central and Eastern Europe" 

convened by the German Federal Agency for Nature Conservation

at the Isle of Vilm, Germany from 06. - 08. May 2004

Dear Madam, dear Sir,

In order to reach the three objectives of the Convention on biological diversity (CBD) – the conservation of biological diversity, the sustainable use of its components and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources – the ecosystem approach
 was elaborated as the primary framework for action under the Convention.

The ecosystem approach of the CBD is a strategy for the integrated management of land, water and living resources that promotes conservation and sustainable use in an equitable way. It requires adaptive management to deal with the complex and dynamic nature of ecosystems and the absence of complete knowledge or understanding of their functioning. 

The ecosystem approach does not preclude other management and conservation approaches, but could rather integrate all these approaches and other methodologies to deal with complex situations. There is no single way to implement the ecosystem approach, as it depends on local, provincial, national, regional or global conditions.

In response to the decisions taken by the 7th Conference of the Parties to the CBD (COP-7), in February 2004 in Kuala Lumpur, the aim of the international expert workshop "Ways to promote the ideas behind the CBD's Ecosystem Approach in Central and Eastern Europe" is to discuss on the basis of case-studies: 

1) If the existing guidance for the implementation of the ecosystem approach is valuable in practice;

2) Which existing initiatives/approaches/opportunities can be built upon and what possible solutions there are to overcome identified obstacles for the implementation of the ecosystem approach in Central and Eastern Europe;

3) If there are synergies between the ecosystem approach of the CBD and other approaches (for example sustainable forest management, integrated marine and coastal area management, responsible fisheries approaches, integrated river-basin management, biosphere reserves), which might be used to reach the goals of the Convention.
Due to the integrative nature of the ecosystem approach, we would like to discuss these topics with experts in the fields of nature conservation and other sectors like: agriculture, forestry, fisheries, landscape planning etc. The workshop will therefore give ample opportunities to share experiences among ecosystem managers, academia and political advisers working with integrative projects or dealing with cross-sectoral cooperation in complex management situations.

The report of the workshop shall facilitate the further implementation of the ecosystem approach of the CBD and other related approaches in Central and Eastern Europe and will be a contribution to the discussion of the topic at the next meetings of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA) of the CBD. The submitted case-studies may be sent to the Secretariat of the CBD to complement the existing database
 with experiences from Central and Eastern European countries.

It would be a pleasure for us if you could take part in the workshop or – in case of a National Focal Point – if you could nominate up to two representatives from your country. 

Since the discussions will mainly focus on case-studies, participants are highly encouraged to give short presentations on projects, initiatives and relevant studies which illustrate the implementation of the ecosystem approach as a whole or some of its principles, or to make brief statements concerning the topics of the workshop mentioned above. The conference language will be English.

On the third day of the workshop (on Saturday) there is the possibility to take part in an excursion to the Biosphere Reserve South-East Rügen. A conference fee of 261,- € covering all expenses for room and board and the one-day field trip will be charged for the meeting. Participants from countries with economies in transition and from NGOs may apply for financial assistance. Due to severe time constraints for preparation we may have to decide thereon on a first come first serve basis.

Due to the fact that space is limited to about 30 experts we would highly appreciate to hear whether you will take part in the workshop respectively whether participants have been selected from your country or not as soon as possible but not later than 31. March 2004 (see pre-registration form).

After registration participants will receive further detailed travel information and background documents. For information on our facilities and pictures of the Isle of Vilm, please visit our home page at http://www.bfn.de/06/index_en.htm.

We will send you a signed letter of invitation if you need an original for visa purposes.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have further questions.

Yours sincerely

Dr. Horst Korn 

Head of Biodiversity Unit

Attached:
- Preliminary Program

- Pre-registration form  
� For further information see: � HYPERLINK "http://www.biodiv.org/programmes/cross-cutting/ecosystem/" ��http://www.biodiv.org/programmes/cross-cutting/ecosystem/�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.biodiv.org/programmes/cross-cutting/ecosystem/documents.asp?qu=&lg=0&DocGrp=CS-HP&kword=Ecosystem&Submit1=Go" ��http://www.biodiv.org/programmes/cross-cutting/ecosystem/documents.asp?qu=&lg=0&DocGrp=CS-HP&kword=Ecosystem&Submit1=Go�
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